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How does his garden grow? Dan
Heims shows how plants are started at

l‘nsnurseg

in Canby, Ore., about 25
of Portland.

’ roted attachment: Dan Heims, horticulturist and owner of Terra Nova Nurseries in Canby, Ore,, embraces a"Curly Fire Flush’ begonia.

Meet a perennial winner

Colorful Dan Heims is the man
behind a burgeoning passion

By Craig Wilson
USA TODAY

CANEY, Ore. — Dan Heims is a big guy. In
mone ways than one.

ﬁ bear of 2 man who lumbers around the

Eeenhouses here in jeans and clogs,
o big in his field. Perennials.
Dan is bigger than life," says garden
writer and old friend Jeff Lo-
wenfels. “You don’t miss Dan.
There’s a fifth dimension to
him.”

Heims can, in fact, play two recorders, at
the same tirne, through his nostrils. But first
things first.

If you've ever wandered your local gar-
den center and admired the black leaves of a
ligularia or a screaming yellow and red heu-
cherella, chances are good it's Heims' handi-
wnrk His breeding ﬂEe grams are known
worldwide and run the gamut from A to V.
That would be athyrium to verbascum.

Heims playfully pinches Mother Nature's
behind, n her along. He makes the
merely beaut] spectacular, the shert tall-

er, the weak stronger. And when he's done,

Cover story

his creations become the must-haves of the
new ning season,

“It's a little God-like sometimes,” he
whispers in a visitor's ear

Heims, 52, is president of Terra Nova
Nurseries, a wholesale outfit known for its
perennials, located in the Willamette River
Valley south of Portland. He and his staff of
56 have 1.3 m:!han p]amlets in their lab, all

Lu‘ﬁlto be bred inte more
beautiful babes. Think Pygma-
lion with leaves.

“We do things that would
only happen in nature,” he says, “but we
control the circumstances so it can hap-
pen.”

The horticulturist and his longtime busi-
ness partner, Ken Brown, bicker like an old
married couple, but even Brown concedes
Heims is the force of nature behind the op-
eration. "A dreamer," he says.

Although Heims has won dozens of gﬂlﬂ
and silver medals, including the pre
Reginald Cory Memorial Cup rmm the
al Horticultural Society for. his highly
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Terra Mova Nurseries
'Fragrant Angel*
An echinacen plant.

» It takes
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Perennial favorites
add flower power

What's blooming in the garden this spring?
USA TODAY's Craig Wilson asks hot horticulturist
Dan Heims of qumcn,m Terra Nova Nurseries
to suggest some of the best perennials to help
your garden grow — in new and interesting ways:

A Hewcherella *Stoplight”
Zones 4-9 .
“Serearning vellow” and red-biotched |8

Feucherefin, thus named becawse
“vou'll hear cars come wasoreeching L
stop if you plant 3 mass of these amaz-
E%%E_HEJEE
the Terra Mo catale. Produces

er leaves and flaming red in-
fusions — “hence the lame
in the namie,” b says. From
Terra Mova,

» More on Dan
the ‘hortiholic,' 1D



