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New perennials make a splash

It's fun to add some novelty, especially plants thebring pleasure year after year. Here are some mahg
their debut

Steve Whysall, Vancouver Sun
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Published: Friday, April 1:200¢
It's always fun to add a few new perennials to yganden at this time of year.
These are plants that will give you pleasure yéar gear. They're great value for money, | alwegckon.

You'll find all sorts of new introductions on offer at yourdgn centre.
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BOOKMARK of 20 8

Some of the best ones are being produced by Vant Newsery in Langley. As well as being one themai
suppliers of bulbs in Canada, Van Noort also grthwsisands of perennials, which are snapped uphayr ot
growers and garden centres.

Heuchera 'Midnight Rose' is one of their excitimgvrcultivars. It has burnished black leaves withkpots.
Like all heuchera, it makes a great plant for grapin a container as well as at the front of theepmeial border.
It grows about 10 inches high.

Other interesting heucheras to check out are 'f@tfa' with bright lime-green leaves, 'Mocha' watdrk
chocolate foliage and 'Caramel’ with bright oralegeves.

If you're a lover of euphorbia -- and | most cerpiam -- you'll want 'Tiny Tim," a dwarf cultivaf E. martinii
that grows into a mound of green . burgundy leaves only 12 inches high and produc#sual of chartreuse
flowers.

And while you are looking at euphorbia make surne gioeck out 'Blackbird' and 'Glacier Blue,' twoeath
excellent hybrids.

In the echinacea group, there's another new additiis one from the Netherlands -- ‘Coconut Limjich
produces a ruffle of pale green petals around ¢ime @n the centre and a skirt of white petals enahtside.

You will also no want to miss 'Pink Double Delight,' a new formEofpurpurea that has the same flower
arrangement as '‘Coconut Lime' only in hot pink.

Both of these new echinaceas are said to be capfbleoming non-stop for eight to 12 weeks.
Moving into the shadows, the hottest new cultivalnostas is one called 'Blue Mouse Ears,' whicl grdws to
about eight inches high by 10 inches wide and preda mound of small, rubbery mouse-ear-shapedédsves

about two-inches wide. This hosta is also repaiadae very slug resistant.

Hakonechloa macra 'All Gold' is a great golden dapa forest grass that thrives best in an eastgdocation
where it gets morning sun and dappled or full shadbe afternoon.

It is recommended as an excellent accent platdwioodland garden or for use in containers odgeeaths.

Another terrific plant for the woodland garden farany shad spot for that matter, is Astrantia 'Star of Heg\
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a new from o masterwor

This has flowers that are thought to resemble @ak¢than collar because of the ornate and inéricat
arrangement of the stamen and circle of white petith green tips.

‘Star of Beauty' is similar but with ruby red pstahd purplish-pink stamens on a white pincushenire.

The flowers from both cultivars of masterwort candut and used to great effect in summer tablalfidisplays.
Teteraploid daylilies (genetically pumped hybridghe hemerocallis family) continue to offer alrtsoof wild
and fanciful new flowers. 'Blueberry Sundae' is ohthe most dramatic with its exotic purple thraatl soft

pinkish-purple petals.

Other stars in this category include 'Bela Lugtizac, and 'Canadian Border Patrol.' These lafloaers
guaranteed to stop you in your tracks as you watiileugh the garden this summer.

Lithodora 'White Star' is a new groundhugging perarfor a sunny site. It is an improved variety Gface

Ward' originally introduced by the famous British nursery, Bloorh8@ssingham. '‘White Star' has a white
central star with a bright blue edge.

Finally, the must-have perennial of the year issd@am 'Rozanne' , which has been voted the Pelesfrtize
Year because it is such an outstanding perfo

It has lovely violet-blue flowers that have smaliite centres and thrives in full sun to partialdshdt prefers
moist, well-drained soil and has the added atwaatif being able to flower virtually non-stop thghout
summer.

swhysall@png.canwest.com

PERENNIALLY INTERESTING

Heritage Perennials, of Abbotsford, and Free SNiuitsery, of Langley, always have new and intengsti
perennial offerings. Here's what they have for tras year.

FROM HERITAGE:

- Paeonia 'Singing in the Rain' (below). A new It@alniety with large semi-double blooms that haveaony
yellow petals flushed with peachy salmon.

- Achillea 'Strawberry Seduction’ (below): Thisaisew Blooms of Bressingham variety, which hastehgsof
rich strawberry-red flowers, each with a tiny yelleye.

- Salvia 'Merleau': The perennial sages are inlddugor their rich display of spiky flowers in tlearly summer
border. This compact selection has deep violet-bhazle. Drought-tolerant once established, ittiacttve to
both butterflies and hummingbirds.

- Ajuga 'Toffee Chip' (above): From Terra Nova Narras in Oregon, this plant has grey-green leavttsav
bright streaky margin of creamy yellow. Short sgileé blue flowers appear from mid- to late spring.

- Aquilegia canadensis 'Pink Lanterns' (above)ofpact selection, ideal for edging along woodlaathways
or growing near the front of a border, this plam@tkes a low mound of lacy, fern-like leaves, beaspys of
small soft-pink flowers with creamy-yellow centres.

FROM FREE SPIRI' NURSERY
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- Aquielegia chrysantha "Yellow Queen.' Unlike matiyen forms these flowers fade sideways and outw:
- Sedum 'Lasqueti Gem.' Collected on Lasqueti tsléimis has blue-green, needle-like foliage.

- Echinacea purpurea 'Vintage Wine'": This has seguurple-red flowers and mahogany stems.

- Monarda 'Snow Queen.' Tall, slender bee balm alé¢hr white flowers.

- Macleaya cordata 'Spetchley Ruby.' The foliagergs purple-blue suffused with red and the flovaeesdeep
brown-red.

- Diarrhena japonica. Clumping grass with wide brigreen blades.
QUESTIONS & ANSWERS

Q: What roses should | plant in my front yard toypde maximum colour impact? | like roses, but hddike it
when they stop blooming and all you have is leaves.

SW: Floribunda roses tend to flower the most piadify. Hybrid teas tend to bloom spectacularly atap.
Same with some grandifloras and climbers. Old gardses put on a wonderful splash of colour and tt®
over. If you are not too fussy about fragrancecbmmend any of the Meidiland landscape shrub rsels,
white or red) or the Flower Carpet roses (pink, wlite or coral). All these roses are non-stopbiers that
pump out blooms from June to October.

Q: I would like to do a border composed of all-vehilbwering plants. Which kinds would you recommed®

SW. Monochromatic colour schemes are never asasa#yey sound. Sissinghurst Garden in Englandheas t
most famous "white garden” but it is intensely ngathto make sure it looks good all the time. Myigipot to

just think of whiteflowering plants such as double impatiens anddoglboses but also ones with white or silver
foliage such as Stachys argentiana, Artemisiaé6Brocade.' 'Stachy's byzantina and Brunnera 'ingo&lass.'
As well, I would look at trees with wonderful whitiewers such as Magnolgieboldii and shrubs like Viburnu
'‘Summer Snowflake.' You're going to end up with edstues and greens but the predominant colourwill
white. Some other plant suggestions: Clematis heBrica carnea "White Perfection,’ Lilium 'Casamta,’
Campanula persicifolia 'Alba’ and Phlox 'David.’

Q: My shrub roses are covered in white froth sge-Etuff. Someone tells me they are spittle bugbtaey are
harmless. Is that right? Should | be spraying tnghbs?

SW: Yes, they are spittle bugs, little green crestuhat like to start their life in a moist, sigitlike froth that
they produce. Witho! the bubbly foam, they would die from dehydratiSpittlebugs suck sap from plants and
can cause leaf-curl. If your garden is plaguedyeyear consider spraying dormant oil spray at thet @& winter
before foliage emerges. If you are not squeamaeaze the nymph from its hiding place and dispbge An
organic spray containing pyrethin also works. Thstlaction is to be patient and wait for the boggrow up
and move away. The damage to plants is usuallymahiA strong jet of water can knock bugs to theuagd
where they become food for birds.

ONLINE
Remember, you can download an In the Garden polbg&aSteve Whysall from www.vancouversun.com.

The rules of container gardening that will guaranteu safe and happy gardening on your balcpato, terrac
or deck.
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