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Janene Mickel of Beach Lake, Pa., says her purple oxalis, with its black overtones, literally stops traffic when guests arrive. She's always

GARDEN NOIR

Black and near-black blooms, plants add spice to sophisticated landscapes

By DEAN FOSDICK
Agsociated Press

NEW MARKET, Va. — When you want to be belle of the ball,
awhat do you wear? Chances are, you wrap yourself in a stunning
something done in basic black. Designers generally agree black is
the best choice for knockout simple, center-of-attention fashion.

Mow mo¥e that eye-catching concept from ballroom to
flower garden. Dark or black-appearing plants are making fash-
ion statements of their own in residential properties across the
nation.

“Black is being used in nature by your more sophisticated gar-
deners,” said Debbie Knitz, sales manager for Terra Nova Nurs-
eries Inc., Tigard, Ore. “It brings more drama and more excite-
ment to the garden.”

Black-appearing blooms are not, as you might imagine, drab and
uninteresting. No wallflowers, these.

Some are real lookers. Dark foliage plants are great choices for
accenting borders, adding punch to containers, defining water and
rock gardens. They make sensuous centerpieces, too.
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Spring is Here! It's A Great Time for Painting!
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