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Editor's Note 
 
Spring may be long gone, but there's plenty of gardening to do in 
high summer. Container gardens need tending, and new pots can 
add interest right into the fall. Harvest in the vegetable garden is 
ramping up, and it's also time to think ahead for fall crops. Shade 
from deciduous trees is at its deepest, and you may be wondering 
what to plant to brighten up those dark corners. We're offering four 
CDs at a special price to help you with these tasks: Container 
Gardens, Veggies, Gardening in the Shade, plus Great Gardeners, 
inspiring stories of America's most influential gardeners—for those 
days when it's just too hot to garden. Hurry: this offer expires 
August 4. 
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Q&A: Why Are My Coneflowers Dying? 
 
My two-year-old coneflowers (Echinacea) are wilting and dying. 
They make many flowers, then they wilt and the leaves turn brown. 
The whole plant seems to die, stem by stem. What can I do? 
Nothing else in my perennial bed seems harmed. 
 
Read the answer  
 
 

 
 

 

 
Plants We Love: 'Tiki Torch' Coneflower 
 
Echinacea 'Tiki Torch' offers the darkest orange flowers of any 
coneflower, plus they are wonderfully fragrant. 
 
Read more and see a photo  
 
 
 

 
Tip of the Week: Making Pickles 
 
Here's a simple recipe for dill pickles, using cucumbers fresh from 
the garden. 
 
Read the tips 
 
 
 

 
Your Ideas: Freezer Follow-up 
 
Carl Wayne, a Master Gardener from Tennessee, sent a follow-up 
tip to last week's article on freezing your own vegetables. 
 
Read the tip 
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Plant name: ‘Tiki Torch’
coneflower

Botanical name: 
Echinacea ‘Tiki Torch’

Virtues: Fragrant flowers, 
deep orange flower color, 
large flower size, long 
period of bloom and ease of 
care.

Flowers: Daisy-type 
flowers with deep orange 
centers and vivid orange 
petals on 3-foot-tall stems. They have a spicy scent. The flowers keep their 
intense color for weeks, while some coneflowers fade after just a few days.

Habit: Upright, clump-forming herbaceous perennial, about 2 feet tall and 
wide, with 3-foot-tall flower stems.

Season: Summer.

Cultivation: Plant in full sun. Tolerates dry soil between rainfall or watering.
Deadheading the flowers will prolong the bloom. USDA Zones 4–9.

Photo courtesy of Terra Nova Nurseries, Inc.
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