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NLESS YOU PULLED A MINI RIP VAN WINKLE

over the last four years, you've watched a revolution take place in the

genus Echinacea. We now enjoy orange and peach petals, sweet fra-

grance and more. From where did these extreme echinaceas come? Here’s a

brief history.

Echinacea purpurea, the purple coneflower, was recognized
as.a top-10 perennial a couple decades ago. Fager gardeners
then began the search for other appealing native coneflowers.
Gold-flowered E. paradoxa was the biggest surprise, but we
also flocked to fluttery-petaled pale purple £ pallida, and simi
lar-looking E. angustifolia.

With a golden conetlower in the picture, its little wonder
that enterprising plant breeders envisioned a brave new world
tor echinaceas. Yet surprisingly, Richard Saul, co-introducer
af the Big Sky Echinaceu series, had something other than
colarful hybrids in mind when he first began making crosses
in the msd- 1990s. Richard and his brother Bobby, co-owners
of Itsaul Plants in Atlanta, Georgla, were annoyed by winter

losses among their container-grown purple concflower. They

Echinacea KinvalKike Hight™
——

macde it their mission o transler golden conetlower’s tolerance
for winter’s tempersture fluctuations and meisture into their
purple coneflower stock. Richard shared seeds of his original
crosses with Tony Avent, owner of Plant Dehghts Nursery, who
wits startled to find a lemon-yellow conetlower (later infro
duced as £ Paranoa’} among his seedlings. Hearing the news,
the brothers abandoned container-hardiness as a breeding goal
and focused on creating new coneflower colors.

Dr. [lm Auldt, Director ol Environmental HorGeulture at the
Chicagn Botanic Garden in linos, also initiated an echinacea
breeding program in the mid-90s, with the goal of producing
floriferons interspecies crogses in novel shades, Ault hoped o
endow his hybrids with increased drought and cold tolerance

that would lead to greater longevity in the upper Midwesl,

Echinzcaa "Big Sky'
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NAME BREEDER HEIGHT FLOWER COLOR
O isaul Plarits 24 Pl ynllow
Harviest Moo ('Matthesw Soul’ ae) Plamnts A0 N Gold sging to areamy yoliow
Suntlown [Evan Saull hagn) Fiants- CTERTE] Oranne petais with sy oodessides that Tde W orange-pink
Fainliggknl Igaul Plants 24.in Hose dnd oinnhgo
Adpat BN ghe [ Eaily Saul’l el Plusts 130 Magenia pelals atud uirk red cones
Suammieer Sk Rt Saul’ lsaul Pants 36 m Biend ot pale arnga and dork pink
Mg Mﬁadnwl.n‘rta 0BG Conmed) O JdmnAult 40 n. Qranpo kding to brght wﬁuw
Fue Meadowbnie [(CBE Conez) D Jim Ak 18:1n Puirpie
Fangy Frila Dan Hams 2a'n Ml preik

g By Haims 15in Wivld pink
Mty Dan Heimg i Magsomspurile
Tkt Torel [Bar Hammg 24, m Golden orange

HARD WORK PAYS OFF

Fast-forward to 2004, when Ault and the Saul brothers rocked
the gardening world with echinaceas in never-belore seen col

ors. Ault introduced Orange Meadowbrite (Art's Pride’} which
grows to 30 inches tall and produces electric red-orange blos

soms with slim reflexed petals that suggest F. angustifolia or E.
pallidia heritage. Richard and Bobby Saul brought to market
the first of their Big Sky Echinacea series: soft yellow Sunrise,
which bears pale lemon-frosting petals and the terra-cotta
pink Sunset. (See At a Glance: Colorful Coneflowers, for more
varieties from these two growers.)

Improved purple coneflowers have hit the market, too, with
dazzling cultivars coming from both American and European
growers. In Oregon, plant breeder and nursery owner Dan
Heims is striving for plants with strong side branching, high
bud count, delectable fragrance and overlapping petals that
cure the gap-toothed look of many echinacea selections.

Heims considers £ 'Ruby Giant a clonal selection made
from the seed strain "Rubinstern) the epicenter of his breed
ing program. [t a formidable three-foot-tall plant whase five-
inch flat-taced blooms bear a double row of rich magenta- rose
petals, His Tragrant Angel is the best white petaled echinacea
available, with honey-sweet live-inch flowers on three: foot
stems. Echinacea prrptirea Hope® bears soft pink blooms and
has the distinction of being part of the "Plant for the Cure”

27
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program sponscred by the Susan B. Komen Breast Cancer

Foundation (komen.org).

EUROPEAN INTRODUCTIONS
Lichinacea purpurea 'Pink Double Delight! from the Nether
lands, bears a single row of bubblegum pink petals surrounding

a cone packed with starry blossoms of deeper loxglove pink.

IUs a magnificent selection, two feet tall and extremely florif-

crous, with flowers appearing from early summer until frost.
The 26-inch-tall ‘Fatal Attraction;, introduced by famed Dutch
plantsman Pict Gudolf, is

ag purple cultivar with

inky black stems, The British introduction "Elton Knight' pro-

duces a strong-stemmed 20-inch plant with saturated rasp
berry-mauve blossoms. Its exceptional form and color have
earned it the Royal Horticultural Seciety's Award of Garden
Merit. Nearly three-foot-tall E. purpuren "Vinlage Wine, an-
color saturation but

other OQudolf selection, also has excellent

with a ditfe it bears one-inch magenta-purple petals held
horizontally, surrounding a faming orange two-inch cone,
Its a fun new look forechinaceas, which typically bear petals

muich bigger than their cones.




Recent breeding programs have produced
exciting Echinaceas, such as orange ‘Tiki
Torch' (below) and frilled 'Pink Double
Delight' (right).

WHAT LIES AHEAD
Jim Ault is directing his efforts toward developing colorful conetflowers that
share the compact habit and ultra-tough, repeat-flowering characteristics of
Pixie Meadowbrite (‘CBG Cone2’). Hes evaluating several hybrids for pos
sible introduction in 2009, plants that would address the nursery industrys
concern with lanky cultivars that break during shipping. The Saul brothers
share similar goals—-they're lining up a new series that offers stockier plants
with multiple side shoots and summer-to-frost bloam. And all of the breed
ers hope o solve the one unfortunate drawback of these greal new colors;
their tendency 1o fade quickly in heat. (Tip: Frequent deadheading promotes
fresh vibrant blooms.)

Echinacea breeders agree that this is just the first svave of excitement and

predict that a decade from now we'll enjoy even better coneflowers based on

these early introductions. In the meantime, Ault suggests that home garden-

ers join the fun by planting a mix of new cultivars and seeing what seed
lings emerge. Not bound by the ictions of producing shorter plants that
ship well in pots, you may develop a towering strain of intensely fr
40-inch-tall Echinaceas with overlapping. nonfading, hot arange petals, And
that would be cool, in the extreme: H




We list as many mail-order companies as possible. If you're

searching for a specific plant, we recommend Andersen

Horticuftural Library’s Source List of Plants arnd Seeds

{952-443-1405; hitp//plantinfo.umn.edu) or going online to Google

{google.com). Contact information appears in the first mention

of each nursery.

Plant This, page 17
AVANT GARDENS
TH0 High Hilt Rel.
[artmouth MA 02747
H18-588-8819
avantgardensne.com
Vernonia noveboracensis

Fresh Picked, page 20
OIKOS TREE CROPS
PO Box 19425
Kalamazoo M1 40019
269-624-6233
nikastreecrops.com
Asparagus offcmals

1f 1 Could Have Only 4,
page 22

AVANT GARDENS
Clsrodendrim ugandense
‘Blue Wings'

NICHE GARDENS

1111 Dawson Hd.

Chapel Hll NC 27516
219-967-0078
nichegardans com

Sahea splendens Van Houttel’

YUCCA DO

PO Box 207
Hempsteadd TX 77445
HD-826-4580
yuccada.com
Pofanthes luberosa

We could not find & source for
Setaria palmati

The Echinacea Factor, page 24
BLUESTONE PERENNIALS

7211 Muddle Ridge

Madison OH 44057

HO0-852-5243
DPluestoneparennials.com

hortmeag.cam

Fohinaces purpres "Rubinsterny’

GARDEN CROSSINGS
4902 95th Ave.

Zeeland M1 49464
B16-875-5262
gardencrossings.com
Erhinacen purpurea Merlal,
£ Tl Torehy'

LEE'S GARDENS

PR08A Sauder Redl.

Tremort IL 61568
I00-G25-5062
wwwleesgardens.com
Eehinaces purpurea "Fancy Rills’
£ 'Fragrant Angel’

MORNING SKY GREENERY
44804 East Highway 28

Morris MN 56267
320-786-6234
MOMINGgSkygreenary.com
Echinaces angustifolia, &£ palida

NICHE GARDENS
E paradoxa, E tennesssensis, E.
X Twilight'

ROOTS AND RHIZOMES

PO Box 9

Randolptr Wi 53856
800-574-00045

rootsrtizomes.com

Fohraces purpurea After Midmght
(Emily Saul’), £ p. Fatal Attrac-
tior, £ 2 Harvest Moon ['Matthew
Saul'), £ p. ‘Hope, £ ;1 Lilliput, £ 2
Mango Meadowbre (CEG
Conea’), £ p. Pink Double Delight,
£ Pxie Meadowinte ['CBG
Cone2), £ p 'Ruby Giant, £
Summes Sky (Katie Saul'), £ p.Sun
down (Bvan Sau'), £ 2 ‘Sunrise.

E p Vintege Wing'

No Fuss Roses, page 38
GREENMANTLE NURSERY
3010 Ettersburg R,

Garbenviie CA 95542
707-886-7504
areenmantienrsenec

Resa duponti. R moyesi, i po
e, A rugess, R Sancsissime

SHOOTING STAR NURSERY
160 Snards Rd

Georgetown KY 40324
B02-BB7-7975

shootNgStarm sy oo

Marvelous Milkweeds,
page 50

DOYLE FARM NURSERY
158 Moris R,

Delta PA 17314
717-B62-3134

doylefarm comyindex him
Asclepias sysaca [syranus),

A, verticdiats

SENECA HILL PERENNIALS
A2 Courty L &Y

Dswega MY 13126
315-342-5915
senechifipenenniss com
Aspiening aeperiis. A, aattats,
A e, A latiols, A. purpirs
Soeis AL Spanaes avis,

A nthemosa

Collector’s Choice, page 63
FORESTFARM

090 Tethesow Rd.

Williams OF 07544-0500
541-848-7268

forestioem.oom

Buekiisia afermiole B tobis,

8 dail A gebbosa,

A mea
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