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oreopsis Culture Tips

The Terra Nova Nurseries team shares insights for growing coreopsis
series with newer colors, sizes and uses.

by DAN HEIMS and CONOR CAREY

HERE has been a beautiful explo-
sion in new coreopsis varieties
lately. Flash back 10 years and the
color offerings would have been
yellow, yellow or yellow.
Now, designers are delighted to have
their artistic palettes loaded with garnets,

oranges, corals, pinks and stunning bicolors.

These new annual varieties are complex
hybrids that have been placed in series, de-

pending on their height and landscape use.
These are great component plants, adding a
new color range for the container market.
But different varieties require different
culture. We have made an effort to produce
compact plants that need minimal pinch-
ing, (once for full plants), that will please
consumers with their easy care and self-
cleaning habit. Terra Nova Nurseries’ new
grower, Conor Carey, is on board to sug-
gest the perfect tools to produce the perfect
plants in our Punch, Lemonade and Pie

Coreopsis To Consider
Terra Nova Nurseries' Punch series offers six
months of color and range from mango to
orange, as seen in ‘Mango Punch' to white-rimmed
cerise in ‘Fruit Punch.’

Varieties in the Lemonade series have
remarkable gold foliage, contrasting with
ever-blooming flowers, which range from pink to

red. ‘Cherry Lemonade' is a standout.
The Pie series ranges from the zero-
maintenance, ultra-compact ‘Little Penny,’ to
bicolored 'Pineapple Pie’ to the vivid red-flowered
‘Cherry Pie.’
Learn more about these series online at
TerraNovaNurseries.com.
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series (see “Coreopsis To Consider” sidebar
for descriptions of the three series).

Propagation

Rooting of unrooted cuttings is relatively
simple and will usually finish a 72-cell tray
in two weeks, possibly three if under win-
ter conditions. Because these are long-day
plants, propagation is best accomplished
under short days, whether they are provided
by natural day length or with black cloth.

Mist is usually only required for the first
five to seven days, depending on environ-
mental conditions. Rooting hormone is not
required, but is beneficial, and a rate of 500
ppm IBA works well. I prefer to use K-IBA
because it is easy to prepare and store, not to
mention a huge labor savings when sticking
by using the spray-drip down method.

If it is not possible to give short days dur-
ing propagation, Florel is beneficial. Apply
at 200 parts per million (ppm) once during
propagation to remove or abort flowers and
promote vegetative growth. This is best
done when the roots reach the edge of the
cell, because Florel can inhibit rooting. Be
careful not to get any into the soil.

Begin applying 100 ppm nitrogen after
roots develop. Avoid using excess ammo-




Talking Shop Coreopsis

niacal nitrogen, especially while growing requires short

under cool or dark conditions, as stretch nights in order to
ing can become an issue. flower. This can be
accomplished by ‘Fruit Punch’
Culture

Finish time from liner to 4-inch pot is

using night inter-

ruption between 10 p.m. and 2 a.m. dur-
four to six weeks, or six to eight weeks for ing natural short days.
a 6-inch or gallon-sized pot. Coreopsis is However, it may be beneficial to bulk

an obligate long-day plant and, therefore, the plants under short days for the first
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Nexus Zephyr” & Zail"

Naturally ventilated greenhouses help optimize growing conditions
by giving growers a superior, affordable cooling solution. Whether it
is new construction or a retrofit, Nexus delivers greenhouse solutions
that save you time and money.

Visit our website at nexuscorp.com to get additional information on
this and other naturally ventilated models. Browse through the project
galleries and see pictures of existing projects and other available products.

@alied _Zwexus
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one to two weeks before switching to long

days. This is not necessary but helps keep
plants compact and well branched.
Pinching is beneficial and will help
give a full, rounded plant. Timing of the
pinch is best around one to two weeks
after planting, or once roots reach the
edge of the pot. Florel is effective and can
take the place of a pinch, but will slightly
delay flowering. One application at 400
ppm or two at 200 ppm have proven ef-
fective to aid in branching. These rates
are for growing conditions in the Pacific
Northwest and may need adjusting de
pending on drying time, season or other
factors. If growing in larger containers or
if the plants get somewhat leggy, a second

pinch may be needed.

Media, Pests & Diseases

Coreopsis prefer a well -drained media,
and it is important to let them dry down
between irrigations to maintain proper wet-
dry cycles and avoid root and crown rot is-
sues. Fertilize at a rate of 200 ppm nitrogen
and maintain a target EC of 2.0 mS/cm, but
alternate with 15-0-15, especially during
winter months to prevent soft growth. A
pH of 5.5 to 6.8 is ideal. A pH above 6.8 can
cause iron deficiency symptoms.

The most common pest problems are
aphids and thrips, especially while flow
ering. Use preventative control strategies
for thrips, because they are more difficult
to control once plants are flowering. Rust
and powdery mildew are other possibili-
ties, but with proper airflow and water-
ing practices, it can be easily avoided.
Preventative control for these two patho-
gens can be achieved by using a spray in
the strobilurin class of fungicides, particu-
larly Heritage at label recommended rates
and intervals. This works well in prevent-
ing and combating the various fungal
pathogens that can affect coreopsis. GG

Dan Heims (dan@terranovanurseries.

com) is president and Conor Carey (conor@
terranovanurseries.com) is technical support
specialist at Terra Nova Nurseries
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