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Cover: Heucherns come in many beauti

ful varieties, but few are more siriking than
Midnight Rose,” which is the top seller al
Terra Nova Nurseries, a leading Heuchera
breeder based in Tigard, Ore. The plant has
hurnished black leaves, with numerous hot
pink spots appearing in spring. In summer,
the leaves lighten, with cream and pink
dots appearing. Photo courtesy of Terra
Nova Nurseries, Tigard, Ore. This page:
Restoration projects — such as the Graham
Oaks Natural area near Wilsonville, Ore

are a strong market for native plants. Some

150,000 trees and shrubs were planted at

the site earlier this vear Photo by Curt
Kipp.
@&Q
'-I &
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AKING IT A HABITAT

Native plant growers find an eager market among developers and
agencies working to protect native Northwest salmon runs.

THE MANY HUES OF HEUCHERA

Consumers addicted to texture and color embrace a foliage
revolution begun by Heuchera breeders with a flair for the
fantastic.

HANDS OF THE FUTURE?

Robots and other forms of automation may be a solution to
the ongoing problems growers experience with finding enough
available labor.

WHERE CREDIT ISN'T DUE

Letting customers buy on credit can be smart business, but a little
due diligence can help prevent you from making mistakes that
may be hazardous to your cash flow.

HELPING EACH OTHER GROW

Retailers and growers thrive best by working in partnership to
help each other look good and sell more plants.

BY LEAPS AND BOUNDS

The nursery business offers abundant opportunities to live and
learn, as Tree Frog Nursery owner Carson Lord will attest.



TERRA NQWA NURSERIES

Heuchera ‘Obsidian’

Heuchera ‘Lime Rickey'

THE
MANY
HUES OF

A FOLIAGE REVOLUTION STARTED BY BREEDERS HAS BEEN EMBRACED BY CONSUMERS ADDICTED TO COLOR

32 SEPTEMBER 2008 a DIGGER

This greenhouse at Terra Nova Nurseries contains Heucheras in many different colors, reflecting the
grower’s commitment to developing dozens of new varieties.

By Lisa Albert

Twenty-two vears ago, Heuchera
villosa ‘Palace Purple’ (sometimes
labeled I, micrantha ‘Palace Purple’),
a chance seedling discovered at Kew
Gardens, sparked a foliage revolution
in American gardens.

It began quietly enough, gaining
momentum when two more selettions,
H. americana ‘Dale’s Strain’ (Hendricks,
1988) and H. sanguinea ‘Snow Storm’
(Terra Nova, 1989), hit the market.

It wasn't long before the genus
exploded with foliage colors never

before seen, much less envisioned,
thanks to the efforts of groundbreaking
breeders.

«“No one was really doing any
work with Heuchera until Dan (Heims)
and Ken (Brown) started Terra
Nova Nurseries (in 1992)," company
Marketing Director Dave Doolittle said.

- “They startedl out relatively simply

producing small quantities at a tissue
culture business in (Ken's) backyard.
“When they started releasing the
plants, people were interested because
no one else was playing with the



Heuchera ‘Midnight Rose’

The textures and hues that Heucheras provide can be even more dazzling when placed in beds in combination with other plants for a multicolored,
multilayered, multitextured effect. The Heucheras in front of this bed are interspersed with several Lamiums in front, a Tiarella farther back, some Sedums
and a Penstemon plant in back of those, and in the rear, a Physocarpus and several Viburnums.

genus. The plants sold themselves and
Heuchera became a mainstream crop
rapidly. Today, Terra Nova produces

close to 2.5 to 3 million cuttings out of

our labs.”

Phil Thornburg, landscape design-
er and owner of Winterbloom. Inc.
in Tigard, Ore., said he remembers
Heuchera, commonly called coral bells,

“as a nice, small, compact, tough, ever-

green perennial that had nice wands of

tiny, red flowers” that he planted in full
sun in the early '80s.
About 12 to 15

vears ago, he

noticed that interest shifted to Heuchera

as a foliage plant, coinciding with a
garden design trend to choose plants

for foliage color and interest, not just

for blooms.

“The impact was amazing in the
nurseries as the foliage caused them to
sell like hotcakes,” Thornburg said. He
credited Terra Nova Nurseries and “its

amazing breeding in crossing different

species of Heuchera” for the "market-

impact.

Heucheras have been a

the perennial line-up at Farmington

Beaverton, Ore., since it

1994, according to Brian

Gardens in
opened in

part of

Schiffer, director of horticulture.
However, consumer choices have mul-
tiplied many times over.

“We initially carried only a few -
we had the ‘purple’ one and the ‘green’
one — but last I checked we have had
at one puinl or another over 60 variet-
‘Dan

Heims from Terra Nova Nurseries has,

ies in our store,” Schiffer said.
in my opinion, been the mastermind
behind the Heuchera evolution

“I remember touring their nursery
over a decade ago and drooling over

34 p
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hen You Want thé Eest.
FALI%REEK :

FARM & NURSERY, INC.

Blueberry Nursery Stock Growers
1.800.538.3001 www.fallcreeknursery.com

39318 Jasper-Lowell Road * Lowell, Oregon 97452

541.937.2973 » blueberriesgofallcreeknurserv.com

Your contribution
today helps
prepare the nursery
industry leaders of
tomorrow.

OREGON
NURSERIES
FOUNDATION
Contact the Oregon Association
of Nurseries for more information
503.682.5089 or 800.342.6401

The ONF is a nonprofit 503(c)3 corporation. Donations may be
tax-deductible; consult a qualified tax attorney or accountant.

Directory &
Buvers Guide

All the plants
that fit.

Compact. Comprehensive.
Portable. Pick up your

very own copy of the 2009
Directory & Buyers Guide

at the OAN office in
Wilsonville, Ore., or have one
mailed to you. Just #12 S/H.
Call 1-800-342-6401.

OREGON"

ASSOCIATION OF

NURSERIES
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Dave Doolittle, marketing director, and Dan Heims, company co-founder, talk about the
development of different Heuchera varieties at Terra Nova Nurseries.

the new varieties that were about to
go to market. Looking back at how
excited T was about those early vari-
eties, I think my head would have
exploded if T had seen what we have

now."

Out of the test tube, into
the garden
“Heucheras were initially most
important because they were one of
the few perennials readily available
that would grow in shade and have
some color and interest,” Schiffer said.
“We used to be lucky to have a few
flowers here and there, but the over-
all color was mostly foliage green or
blue. (Then) ‘Palace Purple’ came out
and basically helped usher in the
current interest in shade gardening.
‘Palace Purple’ showed everyone that
not everything had to be green in the

shade, but I think it was the color of

‘Amber Waves' (Terra Nova, 2000) that
really caught the eye of designers and
launched the current Heuchera market
as it is now.”

Today, gardeners can choose from
colorful
well-designed shade garden can rival
a traditional sunny garden,” Schiffer

said,

a wealth of Heucheras. “A

Carol Lindsay, landscape d&signer -

and owner of Design in a Day in
Portland, Ore., relishes opportunities to
play with foliage color and form.

‘I've combined ‘Ebony & Ivory’'
Nova, 1997) or

(Terra ‘Marmalade’

(Terra Nova, 2004) with the blue form
of Parabebe catarrvactae, orange New
Zealand sedge (Carex lestacea), and
Geranium renardii. I've also
‘Marmalade” with Phormium. They're
knock-out combinations!

used

“Another fantastic combo is
‘Midnight 2006)

- flashy almost to the point of tacki-

Rose’ (Terra Nova,
ness - under the skirt of red forms of
Loropetalum (L. chinense var. rubriom,
pink-flowering Chinese fringe flower).
The hot pink spots of ‘Midnight Rose’
are the same pink as the flowers of the
Loropetalum.”

Lindsay admits fondness for old-
time ‘Plum
Nova 1996), also a favorite of her cli-

favorite Pudding’ (Terra
ents. Shé prefers its cleaner look to the
gray cast other Heucheras exhibit. “The
gray tones remind me of dead things or
moldy things.”
New forms,
design opportunities,

however, present

“I always thought of them as after-
noon shade plants but I am using them
more in full sun,” Lindsay said. “They
add great texture in full sun. My clients
will say ‘My garden is boring,” and it's
because they have too much tiny foli-
age. Heucheras are an easy fix, adding
interest with their palmate leat and
frothy flowers.”

Thornburg agreed. They offer
great “contrast with grasses and fine
textured foliage plants,” he said.
“They are available in so many foli-

age colors that one can find just



‘;. . b Y 6494 Windsor Island Rd N

Keizer, Oregon 97303

Strawberries 503-393-8112 Blueberries

Asparagus Rools

Raspberries 3
el Fax: 503-393-2241 B
www.weeksberry.com And Much More!

Grape Vines
the right one to pick up secondary plants@weeksberry.com

colors in other plantings that sur-
| SMALL FRUIT SPECIALIST
The Very Finest Quality!

Call or Write Today!

round it.”
Heucheras are also fabulous con-
tainer plants. Thornburg predicts they

will continue to be a choice perennial

for containers, especially useful in large
containers in interesting shapes and
colors.

“It’s a grower’s
dream plant. You
can produce and

sell them in spring,
summer, or fall,

they require a
minimal amount
of care or inpult, e Rec o T ==

and they bave B ' ' W
undeniable sales - _PELL_IT'
appeal.” AR ' e - o

- Brian Schiffer | =

Lindsay noted their appeal to young

gardeners. “The younger generation is

terrified of ending up with their moth-

O :’“"“l”'”"' be ""t'l""“'" she "‘“,‘I'} B COMPLETE LINE OF PLANT NUTRITION & SOIL AMENDMENT PRODUCTS
of Heuchera are the answer.
R “.U _k'\ ”.t » Custom blending of fertilizers « Dry fertilizers « Liquid fertilizers
easy care plants that dont suck their

time.” + Complete line of organic amendments « Custom preplant fertilization programs

« Pest management products « Testing & analysis services — plant tissue, soil & water

‘Its a grower’s dream plant,”
Schiffer said. “You can produce and
sell them in spring, summer, or fall,
they require a minimal amount of care

or input, and they have undeniable

v gl o S Pl - Senuice

look at our shade perennial section, JomE . BB s

see the multitude of colors, and fall in St. Paul Branch 1 888 8 1 4 5 727
J 20160 Main St. L . L]

|( we,’
St. Paul, Oregon

503.633.4281 www.marionag.com
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Jeanine Standard
Advertising and Public Relations
Proven Winners, Bloomington, Ill.

‘Tuscan Sun’ Heliopsis is a
new zone 3 perennial release
from Proven Winners®. This
plant offers a strong compact
habit plus tremendous
flowering power. The rich
yellow blooms contrast with
the dark foliage and appear
all summer long.

Supertunia® Vista
Silverberry Petunia is the third Vista variety,
Proven Winners® line of
petunias that is perfect for
the landscape. Each is bred
to flower earlier, grower taller
and spread wider. Silverberry
takes on a blush pink hue in
cooler temperatures and is 3
more silvery white in the heat.
Each plant will reach 24" in
height and has been known
to spread up to 4 feet.

Broadway Lights™
Leucanthemum offers
exciting lemon yellow
flowers that lighten to a
soft butter shade, then turn
white as they mature. This
Shasta daisy is a profuse
bloomer that is sturdy,
reliable and easy to grow. A
perennial in zones 5-11.

Senorita Rosalita® Cleome
offers dark green foliage
that creates a dramatic
backdrop for vivid pink
blooms. It is a vigorous
grower with a strong upright
habit and flowers from the
ground up, overgrowing old
flower spikes. It will reach
up to 48" in height making
it a perfect backdrop for
smaller annuals.

Pink Chablis® Lamium
provides plenty of color and
texture in areas of shade and
sun. Apple green leaves with
a dense silver overlay provide
a stunning backdrop for the
puffy, soft pink blooms. This
plant is a perennial in zones
4-11, and will reach a height
of 6-10".

~striking pink octopus-lik

't hard to get growers to talk about plants.
tough part is getting them to narrow
down their list of favorites to just a handful.
Here are some of the varieties our sources
recommended:

Dave Doolittle
Director of Marketing
Terra Nova Nurseries, Canby, Ore.

Echinacea ‘Tiki Torch’
PP18839 PVR — Darkest
orange coneflower to date
with massive 4 1/2" flowers.
Retains intense color for
weeks rather than days.
Spicy-scented blooms sit
atop strong upright 36"
stems. Use for the border
and as cut flowers.

Heuchera ‘Georgia Peach’

PPAF PVR — Huge peach colored leaves with a
very showy white overlay and
a large lush habit. This plant
makes a Hosta-like bold
foliage statement, except,

of course, it's evergreen.
Foliage color changes from
peach-orange tones in the
spring to rose to rose purple
in the fall through winter,
and always with a decorative
white veil. From H. villosa
breeding so will grow well in southern humidity
or in the Northwest. Creamy white flowers.

Heuchera ‘Southern Comfort’ PPAF PVR —
‘Huge cinnamon-peach leaves and a lush habit.
This plant makes a bold
foliage statement. Creamy
white flowers erupt in

late summer. Foliage color
changes from cinnamon
peach to burnished copper
to amber, Bred to do well

in Southern humidity, the
Midwest, the Northeast or in
the Northwest.

Tiarella

‘Mystic Mist’ PPAF PVR

— Bred for vigor, this

new beautiful Tiarella is
variegated and colorful.
“Mystic Mist" has bright
green leaves with white
speckled variegation and
prominent red veins all year.
Bleoms in spring are white
foam flowers. Fall color has
striking pink tones. Fast growing clumping habit.
Needs good drainage.

Campanula ‘Pink Octopus®
PP18885 PVR — Japanese
lantern buds open to

According to Jeanine Standard,
advertising and public relations coordi-
nator for Proven Winners®, the popu-
larity of Heucheras is well-deserved.

“They are good for most situa-
tions, many take full sun (except in
the southern states); all have good
color and are good fillers. They are
hardy (Zone 4) and easy to grow,” she
said. “We see more widespread use of
Heucheras in the landscape and espe-
cially in containers. I like to use them
in mixed situations to show off the
varieties of colors and textures.”
the
Dolce® line of Heucheras in 2004-2005,

Proven Winners introduced
adding ‘Dolce®™ Blackcurrant' (Darwin
Plants, 2007) two years ago for a total
of seven, Heucheras.

“Color varieties range from ‘Dolce”
Licorice’ (Terra Nova, 2005) to ‘Dolce®
Key Lime Pie’ (Terra Nova, 2005) to
‘Dolce™ Peach Melba’ Nova,
2004),” Standard said. “As temperatures

(Terra

change, the coloration changes, becom:
ing more vibrant in cooler weather.”

Almost perfect pitch
many
Heucheras aren’t flawless.

Despite their attributes,

“Heucheras are beloved by straw-
berry root weevils and their larvae,”
Thornburg said. “They can decimate a
whole planting in the ground or rarely
in a container as well.”

Schiffer added, “We luckily don't
see them much in the newer culti-
vars, but some of the older varieties

. would be absolutely decimated by
them in the landscape.”

Sun tolerance is another
challenge.

“As a designer, I need to know
which ones are sun tolerant — really
sun tolerant,” Lindsay said. “I've tried
the ones that are supposed to be but
they often end up with leaf scorch. I do
good _soil prep, using Joy Creek’s soil
recipé, so that they have good drainage
in winter and water doesn't run off in
summer as it does with basic clay soil.

“This recipe seems to be the ticket
and helps sun tolerant forms to really



An earthen pot, a few ornamental grasses, and a well-chosen Heuchera or two -- these are the
makings of a nice container combination.

be sun tolerant. [ still have problems with
some of them; (however), ‘Obsidian’ will
take sun like nobody’s business.”
Doolittle’s rule of thumb backs up
Lindsay’s observation: “The darker the
foliage, the more sun tolerant. ‘Obsidian’
(Terra Nova, 2002) - the best black around
- and ‘Midnight Rose’ are very sun toler-
ant,” Doolittle said. “Lime Rickey' (Terra
Nova, 2004), a great chartreuse Heuchera
with distinctive white flowers, is sensitive
to sun scorch. Chartreuse-leaved plants
perform best in filtered shade.”
Additionally, Doolittle

against time-released fertilizers.

advised

“The plants need to rest in the win
ter and a fertilizer release can scar the
roots,” he said. “We recommend any
organic fertilizer (but) the beauty of
these plants is that they do not require
heavy feeds. They do best when they
aren’t pampered. They need sufficient
moisture to get established but then
they are drought-tolerant.”

Ringing in the future
“We are
demand (for drought tolerance) from

seeing an increase in

all areas but especially from California,

where we have a facility, and from

gardeners in Georgia, North Carolina
and South Carolina where they've had
such drought issues recently,” Standard
said. “But it's a request from all regions
as gardeners yearn to use natural
resources wisely. We're trying to be
smart in our industry by reducing costs
and water usage but we also want to
be part of sustainability movement.”

the

Proven Winners is working to produce

To meet growing demand,
more drought-tolerant plants

Terra Nova Nurseries continues to

breed hybrids with the best qualities of

the species.

“We're breeding for leaf size (using)
villosa blood to give these forms their
leaf size and soft velvety texture. The
leaves of ‘Southern Comfort” (Terra
Nova, 2008)

the first catalog I've ever used a ruler

are so huge that this is

in the photo to show their actual size:
eight inches!”

Villosa parentage also increases a

hybrid's heat and humidity tolérance. -

H. americana often imbues hybrids,
such as ‘Mahogany’ (Terra Nova, 2007)
and ‘Peach Flambé' (Terra Nova, 2004),
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SHADE TREES,
INC.

Wholesale Growers of Quality

B&B Specimen Trees

(503) 792-4487 * FAX (503) 792-3667

13744 Manning Rd. NE » Gervais, Oregon 97206

HOSTETLER
FARM DRAINAGE
503-266-3584

* Plastic Tubing 3"-24" » Laser Grade
Control = Open Ditch for Buried
Irrigation * Plows and Trenches
Pot-n-Pot Drainage * Oldest Drainage
Firm in Oregon * Newest Subsurface
Irrigation Techniques

Materials and
Technical
Assistance
Available

Canby, OR

—_—

3-WEST HIL] g

NURSERY, INC.

Japanese Maples ¢ Spruces
Pines ¢ Cedars ® Firs
Grafted Field Grown

Ornamentals
503-651-1217
FAX 503-651-1218

B&B Spruce - Fir- Pine
Chameacyparis - Poodle Pine
~ Japanese Maple

.ih Cut Christmas
Trees

ickels’
Tree Farm u.c

(503) 630-4349
fax (503) 630-7542
PO Box 598 - Estacada, OR 97023
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Arborvitae - Emerald green Customer Service Carts
4-5,5"6', 6'-7', 7-8', 8-10 Dexile Dack Servios Carte
; Trailers
Virescens Bedding Carts
4'-5', 5'-6', 6'-7', 7-8', 8-10"' Can Carriers
Boxwood - s c:v?mmcgﬁ#so"m
various sizes & varieties PO Box 991986 with a glossy leaf, improved cold
Redding, CA 96099-1986 tolerance, and better winter appear-
SChurter 800-448-8944 ance. Frilly, ruffled-leaved Heuchera
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Sanguined.
“We are always looking for new

and different,” Doolittle said. “Our
RTV9SO0O0

A Whole New Breed
of Utility Vehicle

Heuchera 'Sashay’
o —

Finally, a utility vehicle built as tough as a tractor: The Kubota RTV900
* 22 HP diesel engine - Run, climb and haul all day long

* Hydrostatic power steering - Maneuver in the roughest terrain with ease

* Variable Hydrostatic Transmission (VHT) - 3-range transmission for extra torque
* Hydraulic wet disc brakes - Smooth, consistent braking

* Hydraulic lift (Worksite and Turf Models) - 1,100 Ib. cargo bed capacity

* Ground- hugging suspension - Fully independent front and semi-independent

rear suspension
Tractor tough. Kubota smart.

Moen Machinery Co.
268 North East Hogan Rd.
Gresham, OR 97030
(503) 666-9159

EVERYTHING YOU VALUE
www.kubota.com
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Heucheras perform well in all condi-

tions because we use diverse number

of species in our breeding efforts.”
Developing these new forms takes
time and money. Breeders develop
and test plants as long as five years
before being released to the market,
according to Standard. Proven Winners
works with breeders, buying plant pat-

ents and taking steps to protect their

investment.

“We have people who visit nurs-
eries looking for patent violations,”
Standard said.

Back by popular demand

Foliage is hot but flowers are still
in fashion, as evidenced by the popu-
larity of ‘Rave On’ (Terra Nova, 2003).

“It's the most floriferous on the
market,” Doolittle said. “We sent it
(for testing) to University of Georgia
to Allan Armitage. It's one of his
favorites.”

“We're looking at flowers more,
selecting for color, season of bloom,
length of bloom, and sturdy stems,”
Doolittle said. “The market can expect
to see never before seen flower and
foliage colors to hit the market in 2010
and subsequent years.”

He wouldn't reveal any hints but
he did offer a glimmer of hope.

“Our only expected release for

2009 is ‘Plum Royale’, a distinctly

purple year-round, vigorous grower

that doesn’t turn silver in the sun
like ‘Plum Pudding’,” Doolittle said.
“(However) it's potentially possible we
might release other new forms in late
2009.”

“I have said many times that I'm
sick of new Heucheras, but secretly 1
can't wait to see what they develop
next,” Schiffer said.

Viva la Revolution! ©

Lisa Albert is a freelance garden writer

based in Tualatin, Ore. Her work has
been featured in Sunset magazine.
Contact ber at lja.garden@uerizon.net
or visit her Web site at www.lisaalbert-
writer.com.

6475 State Street, Salem, OR 97317
503.585.8337 FAX - 503.375.7619 800.285.8337

If Global Warming is the problem,
Shade Trees and Green Grass
must be a major part of the solution.

Fortunately, Kuenzi Turf & Nursery has both readily available.

1.800.285.8337

Efficiency solutions for nurseries

OVSthasaitental
potting system that

saved us money

and eftort.

It’s -ready 10 20.

\Ralph Guariglia
| Pacific Nursery

Rental Dates Available
Complete potting system

(1 Inline Potting Machine *

[v] Accumulation Table

[v] Generator (we bring the power)
Rent by the day, week or month.
Designed for 1 to 15 gallon pots.
* Wurdinger Inline Potting Machine

OVS Aurora
Tel: 971-216-0111

¥ 2 Fax; 971-216-0112
Wurdinger Manuiacturing Ipne Www.ovs.com
: Email: joe@ovs.com
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