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We love coleus! Meet some of our
favorite new varieties and learn handy
tips for designing with them on page 16.
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Garden Gate eNdles

Garden tips and techniques delivered
to you by email each week!

Sign up today:
www.GardenGateMagazine.com

PLUS! Don't forget you can share eNotes
with friends via emall and on
Facebook, Twitter and Pinterest
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New!

Garden
Solutions

This 100-page, softcover book has dozens
of problem-solving tips and ideas for your
best garden ever!

Find this book and others at
www.GardenGateStore.com
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like to choose plants that won’t monopolize my

time. For example, these fragrant viburnums are
nearly pest-free. Masses of perennials scattered
through the area save time, too. If the coral bells
need to be deadheaded, you can do them all the
same day. No time to deadhead everything? Leave
the large coneflower seedheads standing all winter.

Give hybrid lilies a sunny spot with good
drainage and you can forget about them for years
to come. Once they bloom, snip off the spent
flower heads and leave the leafy stems to feed
the bulb. These lilies are tucked in between other
plants so the stems don’t look odd poking up here
and there while they ripen.

You may need to stake tall lilies to keep the
large flowers standing, but that’s a small price to
pay for their summer impact. Once the blossoms
are past, pull the stake out — without the heavy
flowers the stems will stand just fine

ECONOMIZE WITH SEEDS Bold beds of
fragrant four o’clocks will pull in hungry hum-
mingbirds and evening moths. Pick up a couple
of packets of seeds and sow them directly in the
garden after the last spring frost. Or start plants
indoors to get an earlier bloom. Plant two or three
of the large, easy-to-handle seeds in each peat pot
filled with seed-starting mix. Treat these tender
perennials as annuals and simply replace them next
spring. In some areas, they will even reseed.
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WATCH THE SUN At first glance you might
assume the entire area under this redbud is in
shade, but it’s not. It’s best if plants on the west and
south side of the tree can tolerate some sun. Even
though they’re under the branches, afternoon light
still angles into the area. Plants on the east and
north sides only get morning light, so they need to
be shade-tolerant.

You’ll find much more information about each
of the plants in the chart to the right. If you don’t
have a spot for this garden, | bet at least one of the
plants on the list will pique your interest. o

— Jim Childs
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Shear this hedge
as it grows taller.
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As these arborvitae grow taller, they may
block too much light and reduce the air
circulation. But they can easily be pruned
once a year to keep them under 10 ft. tall.

THE GARDEN’S PALETTE

Don't need a path to the neighbor's
lawn? Place an interesting bench here.
Or install an ornamental gate. Like a
piece of garden art, both will add visual

interest along this curving path.

Before you plant a tree that may hang

over the property line, check with your
neighbors. They may not want to contend
with the branches as they mow. If that's
the case, move the tree in a few feet or
choose one with a narrow form.

y No.to Height/ Cold/Heat
. Code PlantName Plant  Type Blooms Light Width  Zones Comments

A Arborvitae Thuja occidentalis 5 Evergreen NA Full sunto 12415ft/  4-8/8-1  Setplantsclose together for a tight hedge;
Emerald ('Smaragd') tree part shade 3-4ft. prune for size; bright green all winter

B Coralbells 27 Perennial White; Full sun to 10-18in./  4-9/9-1  Mounds of ruffled amber leaves with pink
Heuchera ‘Ginger Peach’ midsummer part shade 18-24in. undertones; vigorous grower

C  Summersweet Clethraalnifolia 1 Shrub White; Full sun to 3-6ft./ 4-8/8-1  Fragrant flowers; golden fall color; prefers
Vanilla Spice® (‘Caleb’) summer part shade 3-6ft. moist soil

D  Grape 2 Vine Green; Full sunto 18-24ft.  6-9/9-1  Leaves are gray-green aging to dark
Vitis vinifera "Purpurea’ spring partshade  spreading burgundy; clusters of small grapes in fall

E  Fouro'dlock Mirabilis jalapa 35 Tender Mixed shades; Fullsunto  30-48in/ 7-11/12-1 Fragrant flowers popular with hummingbirds;
Marbles Mix perennial mid-tolate summer partshade 15-18in. sow seeds directly in the garden

F  Trumpetlily 15  Perennial  Golden yellow; Full sun 4-5ft/ 5-9/9-1  Elegantly recurved flower petals; remove
Lilium "Louis Xiv* bulb late summer 1-2ft. spent flowers but allow foliage to ripen

G False cypress Chamaecyparis 3 Evergreen NA Full sun to 2-4ft./ 5-9/9-1  Silver-white new foliage; older needles take on
lawsoniana ‘Barry's Silver’ shrub part shade 2-4ft. ablue tint

H  Coneflower 9 Perennial  Bright orange; Fullsunto  20-30in/  4-9/9-1  4-in.diameter flowers hold their color better
Echinacea Tangerine Dream'’ late summer part shade 18-24in. than most cultivars; honey-scented

I Garden phlox Phlox paniculata 11 Perennial Bright pink; Full sun 1218in/  4-9/9-1  Large clusters of fragrant florets; deadhead to
‘Watermelon Punch'’ summer 12-18in. keep flowers coming into late summer

J  Burkwood viburnum 2 Shrub Pink to white; Full sun to 4-5ft/ 5-8/8-1  Carnation-scented flowers open pink and fade
Viburnum burkwoodii ‘Conoy’ spring part shade 7-8ft. to white; glossy green leaves; semi-evergreen

K Buckthorn Frangula alnus 1 Shrub Insignificant . Fullsunto 5-7ft./ 27/7-1  Feathery foliage; very narrow form; rarely
Fine Line* ('Ron Williams') partshade 2-3ft. requires pruning; yellow fall color

L Autumnfern 10 Perennial NA Partshade  18-30in/  4-8/8-1  Pinkfiddleheads; new foliage is coppery
Dryopteris erythrosora ‘Brilliance’ 18-30in. orange before changing to green

. M Redbud Cercis canadensis 1 Tree Lavender-pink; Full sunto 15-25ft/  6-9/9-1  Shimmering deep burgundy foliage all season;

Burgundy Hearts® (‘Gerswan') spring part shade 15-25ft. flowers bloom before the leaves sprout
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