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DESIGN CHALLENGE

continued

Botanical
Names

Grape hyacinth
Muscari
armeniacum

54

How to Grow
This Garden

ncluding the evergreen arborvitae and inkberry

holly ensure that there’s color in this garden
in all four seasons. The flowers really get going
in late spring and early summer, when the
geranium, bellflower, coral bells, sweet iris and
crown imperial bloom. (If you want flowers
even earlier, a sprinkling of minor bulbs, such
as grape hyacinths, would create a lovely carpet
amongst the lower-growing perennials in early
spring.) Later in summer, the larger lily and
phlox flowers will be grabbing the attention, still
supported by the beautiful golden sedge and
red-purple coral bells foliage. You may get a few
follow-up blooms from the perennial geranium
and phlox through fall.

We’ve chosen mostly compact plants for this
small space, so you shouldn’t have to do much
staking or pruning to keep plants in bounds, but
after strong winds or a heavy rain you may find
that the lilies lean a bit. If that happens, you
could stake them up with bamboo and twine
or just cut the heavy tops off if the flowers are
finished. (Just be sure to leave at least half the
stalk to gather energy for next year’s blooms.)
In early spring, trim back and rake up dead
perennial foliage to tidy the space and ready it
for the next round of flowers and foliage.

— Eric Flynn and Kristin Beane Sullivan

Perennial geranium Geranium ‘Dragon Heart’ Perennial; magenta
blooms early summer to fall; full sun to part shade; 18 to 24 in. tall and
wide; cold hardy in USDA zones 5to 8 Number to plant: 3

Serbian bellflower Campanula poscharskyana Perennial;
bell-shaped blue-purple flowers in late spring; full sun to part shade;
6to 10 in. tall, 18 to 24 in. wide; cold hardy in USDA zones 3 to 8
Number to plant: 5

Garden phlox Phlox paniculata ‘Pink Flame’ Perennial; pink flowers
in summer; full sun to part shade; 12 to 18 in. tall, 9 to 12 in. wide; cold
hardy in USDA zones 4 to 8 Number to plant: 17

Arborvitae Thuja occidentalis Thin Man™ Tree; tall, slender evergreen
grows relatively quickly; full sun to part shade; 12 to 15 ft. tall, 3 to 5 ft.
wide; cold hardy in USDA zones 3to 7 Number to plant: 3

Coral bells Heuchera ‘Sugar Berry’ Perennial; compact plants have
red-purple leaves with a silvery overlay and small spikes of pink flowers
in late spring; full sun to part shade; 6 to 10 in. tall, 8 to 10 in. wide; cold
hardy in USDA zones 4 to 9 Number to plant: 11
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Inkberry holly llex glabra Strongbox® Shrub; compact, evergreen
foliage on compact mounds; full sun to part shade; 2 to 3 ft. tall and
wide; cold hardy in USDA zones 5to 9 Number to plant: 3

Bowles golden sedge Carex elata ‘Aurea’ Perennial; chartreuse foliage
and distinctive grassy mounds, forms brown inflorescences in early
summer; part to full shade; 18 to 30 in. tall and wide; cold hardy in USDA
zones 5to 9 Number to plant: 3

Variegated sweet iris Iris pallida ‘Variegata’ Perennial; purple flowers
top lance-shaped cream-and-green variegated leaves in early summer;
full sun to part shade; 2 to 3 ft. tall, 1to 2 ft. wide; cold hardy in USDA
zones 4to 9 Number to plant: 4

Crown imperial Fritillaria imperialis ‘Lutea’ Bulb; unusual clusters of
nodding yellow flowers rise on tall spikes in late spring and early sum-
mer; full sun to part shade; 36 to 48 in. tall, 12 to 18 in. wide; cold hardy in
USDA zones 5to 8 Number to plant: 15

Orienpet lily Lilium ‘Silk Road’ Bulb; large fragrant white and crimson
trumpet-shaped flowers bloom in summer; full sun to part shade; 8 ft.
tall, 1to 2 ft. wide; cold hardy in USDA zones 3to 9 Number to plant: 8

Privacy

PHOTOS: Courtesy of Missouri Botanical Garden (A); courtesy of Spring Meadow Nursery (D, F)
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Pole saw attachment

Any of these three tools can easily be
attached to the extendable handle base.

Extendable handle

casy weekend
backyafdtrea BACKYARD RETREAT

re s The possibilities are endless for your
fwe Gredt backyard. If you‘re running out of inspiration

or have big garden dreams but need a little
advice on how to achieve them, check out
our new book. We've compiled 100 pages of
tried-and-true plants, current trends, best
green gardening practices and solutions for
tricky situations.

Garden Gate Store, gardengatestore.com or
800-341-4769 ($11.99; softcover; 100 pages)
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